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1219 Poinsettia Dr. L.A. CA 90046

Because thls geometry is not sulted to manual keyboard design
its usefulness for the percussion keyboard may be overlooked. In
malletted instruments, such as vibes, marimba, and gamelan it pro-
vides a pattern that 1s essy to perform upon and one that is read-
ily understood by players with conventional training. The tuning
is by meantone Fifths (3 comma small) or by the 31 equal-tempered
Fifth of 18/31 Getave. The tuning serles begins at FL\ in the near
rank, passing thru all 12 members of the near rank 1t chen proceeds
to the middle rank where 1t traverses all 7 meuwbers, and then con-
tinues thru all 12 members cf the far rank, ending on B~. Thus:
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and according to the accompanying dlagrams.

THE CHROMASONG 31 1is sulted for 'wvibes' and other metallophones
P

made of f1l bars having a long ring time, and where, therefore,
damping 1s required. This is the classic foot-damper, and it damps
the back 2 ranks with the principal dsmping bar. An auxiliary bar

damps the front rank only. The shown diagram is a reduction of a
Jayout for an instrument now in construction.

THE 31-TONE TUBULONGS is suited for metal, long tubes. A 2-
Octave set has been cut from aluminum tubing 5/8" I.D. with a 1/16"
wall thilckness (of the type found quite inexpensively at the hard-
ware store, used for electrical conduit). 1" round brass tubing
with 1/32" wall thickhese nas an exguisitely lovely tone and a
prolonged ring time, and I will use these in a three-Octave set.

1" sguare brass tubing is also an interesting material, but tends
to go flat if hit too enthusiastically. Perhaps one should exper-
lment also with polycarbonate (plastic) tubing,

TEE 31-TONE MARIMBA is sulted for xylophones, also, and for
metallophones where damping 1s not required. This is a good pattern
for 'song-bells', and where resonating troughs are used for each of
the three ranks, would make a compact instrument for classroom use,
I have not begun construction on any instrument using this confige-
uration, but do look forward to seeing any of these instruments
realized.

A possible source of these and other new percussion instruments
may be Wm. Dreiman/Bill Marimba (Good Vibes Malletworks, Inc., 407
Dover koad, Kockville, Maryland 20850) who has expressed an interest
in bullding these kinds of instruments.

A second possible sou

rc
¥ilson Clavichord dWorks, 121

e of these instruments may be Hackleman/
9 Polnsettla Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90046,
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THE 31-TONE TUBULONGS
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DESIGN @ 1975 BY ERV WILSON
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. THE 3I-TONE MARIMBA
. DESIGN (C) 1975 BY ERV WILSON
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